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from 1216 to 1303 may be briefly indicated.
The liberty of the subject had been greatly
extended. The barons, striving mainly for
their own ends, had been the means of broaden-
ing the Constitution, and from the small begin-
nings of a baronial council had forced into
permanent life a Parliament that represented
the popular as well as the aristocratic element,
and gave all classes a voice in the government
of the nation. Many privileges which royalty
had forcibly taken upon itself, to the detriment
of the commonweal, had been annulled or
withdrawn; the dispensation of justice had
been placed in the hands of the people by the
adoption of trial by jury; the holder of the
kingly office had been taught the salutary
lesson that there were limits beyond which ex-
travagance and extortion would not be borne;
and much had been done to restrain the oppres-
sion of ecclesiasticism. The more irritating
features of feudalism had been gradually
moderated ; subinfeudation had been abolished
by the Quia Emptores ; and villeinage had been
reduced to such a diluted kind of serfdom that
there was little or no impediment in the way of
a villein passing into a town and attaching
himself to a handicraft. Wales had been con-
quered, Scotland reduced to subservience, and
abroad the French had been made to fear the
power of the English arms. England, indeed,
loomed larger on the European political and
commercial horizon when Edward I/s Carta
Mercatoria was passed than ever it had done be-
fore. The eighth Crusade had covered Edward
with glory, and after that England was content